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            Heeresverbindungsstab USA 10

             German Army Liaison Staff at

    US Army Air Defense Center and School

                             P.O.Box 60 - 297

                         TEXAS 79916 - 7727

                                                             El Paso, 22.02.1999

Memorandum about the German Forces Military Proficiency Badge for American Soldiers 1999

Subject:       To provide American Soldiers at Fort Bliss this badge in 1999

Referrence: 1. Meeting with the US ADA BDEs on the 14 th of December

                     2. Information Brief for American units on the 14 th of December

Annexes:     1. List of unit POCs  (Extra on Home Page)

                     2. Application Form ( Extra on Home Page)

                     3. Women’s qualification standard sheet (Extra onHome Page)

                     4. Men’s qualification standard sheet (Extra on Home Page)
                     5. How to reach the German Army Liaison Staff? (Extra on Home Page)

1. Purpose

To give American soldiers at Fort Bliss the opportunity to earn the German Forces Military Proficiency Badge

2. Facts

a.  Qualification

      ++   work together with your unit POC in Annex 1

      ++   use your application form , Annex 2 

++   5 sports events, have a look at Annex 3 or 4

  +   swimming in swim clothes

  +   athletic in sports clothes

  +   weight lifting in Olympic disciplines, not from a bench

++  candidates must have received first aid training in the last three years

++  candidates must show overall good military proficiency

++  one firing exercise with pistol or rifle ( 6 rounds ); one retest available

++  Ruck-March depending on age 15 – 30 km with 10 kg or 22 lb weight of the rucksack

a. Timeline

      ++ February     Distribution of the memorandum with the annexes

++ 31 st July   Testing are completed and application forms are turned in to the German     

                         Army Liaison Staff

      ++ September   108 th ADA BDE responsible for the conduct of the firing exercise on two   

                                dates

++  October      11 th ADA BDE is responsible for the conduct of the Ruck March  on 

                          two dates
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++  November   6 th ADA BDE together with German Army ADA Liaison Staff is   

                           responsible for the conduct of the award ceremony

b. How to get the Badge?

All athletic events detailed on the qualification standard sheets are tested at the battery/company or equivalent level and are verified with a signature by the battery/company or equivalent commander. With this signature she/he also certifies the first aid training and the overall good military proficiency of the soldier.

The German Army Liaison Staff recommends the use of the so called German Track Field near the junction Jeb Stewart and Robert E. Lee with German measures in Meter at one straight line.

One loop has exact 400 Meter, so you can do there very well all the running exercises.

If you want to use the German sports equipment, for example high jump, please call Master Sergeant Klinger. His No. is 568 5793.

You will find the equipment in the white metal shed beside the track field.

In order to be eligible to continue in the qualification process, all testing on unit level must be completed and application forms turned in to the German Army Liaison Staff  NLT 31 st of July 1999. We will not accept any later return!!
108 th ADA BDE will run at least two weapon ranges in September to support the Proficiency Badge testing. Each unit is required to provide their own ammunition and targets.

Coordination with the 108 th BDE S 3 shop is required.

The Ruck March will be conducted in October. The 11 th ADA BDE will provide two opportunities in different weeks for this march. After completing the march, several rucksacks will be weighted to ensure the proper weight was carried.

The 6 th ADA BDE will support the German Army Liaison Staff to conduct the award ceremony in the first half of November.

c. Overall remarks

  ++  There have been some changes in the Field Manual for 1999, especially for female  

         soldiers.
  ++  Badges are available in bronze, silver and gold based on the results obtained in firing   

        and marching.

  ++  It is possible to get gold at the first time when all events fulfilled for gold.

  ++  This badge is a joint German Badge for all services.

  ++  The German Army Liaison Staff  will distribute the dates for firing, marching and the 

         award ceremony at a later date.

  ++  If there are any questions please use the Annex 5 and get in connection with us. There    

        you will find also a description how to get to the  German Army homepage with the 

        German Forces Military Proficiency Badge. 

As the German Army Liaison Staff at fort Bliss we wish all participating soldiers a great success and we look forward to present a lot of badges to American Soldiers.

First To Fire
Heino O. Ciesielski

LTC and GEALNO

