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Originally from British Columbia, Major MacPherson joined the Canadian Forces and the Royal Canadian Artillery in 1981.  After commissioning he served as a field artillery officer in the 3rd, 1st, and 2nd Regiment’s Royal Canadian Horse Artillery located respectively at Shilo, Manitoba; Lahr, West Germany; and Petawawa, Ontario.  As an air defence officer he served in the 4th Air Defence Regiment and the 1st Air Defence Regiment located respectively at Lahr and Petawawa.  His Regimental appointments have included Troop Leader, Command Post Officer, Regimental Staff Officer, Troop Commander/Forward Observation Officer, Battery Second-in-Command (E Battery (Para)), Battery Commander, and Commanding Officer.  Staff appointments he has served in include Staff Officer 3 Training in Headquarters Canadian Forces Europe at Lahr; G3 Training and District Adjutant for Headquarters British Columbia District at Vancouver; and Base Adjutant and Executive Assistant to the Base Commander at Canadian Forces Base Petawawa.

Major MacPherson’s command and leadership appointments included three years as Commander Fox Battery, 2nd Regiment Royal Canadian Horse Artillery at Petawawa, one year as Commander 127 Air Defence Battery, 4 Air Defence Regiment at Lahr, and two years as Commanding Officer 1st Air Defence Regiment (Lanark and Renfrew Scottish) at Petawawa and Pembroke.  He served on operations in South Lebanon and in Bosnia and Herzegovina; with the United Nations he commanded and led a team of Military Observers on the border between Israel and Lebanon in 1995/96, and with the NATO Stabilization Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina he commanded and led Q Company, 3rd Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment in the Multi-National Division (South-West) in 1998.

Major MacPherson is a graduate of the Commanding Officer Course, the Air Defence Battery Commander course, the Field Artillery Battery Commander course, the Artillery Staff Duties course, the British Forward Observers course, the NATO Forward Air Controller course, the Intermediate Officer Tactics course, the Military Observer course, the Canadian Basic Parachutist course and Airborne Gunner Indoctrination Course, and the Canadian Land Forces Command and Staff College.  His decorations include the Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal, the Special Service Medal, the NATO Stabilization Force medal, the United Nations Truce Supervisory Organization medal, and the Canadian Forces Decoration.  He enjoys sports (although he is not very good at any!).

